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ROME AND BRUSSELS PASS FAA 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAIR, IT 

SUBJECT: CIV AIR: SECURITY SCREENING OF PASSENGERS 

AND CARRY-ON BAGGAGE AT L. DA VINCI AIRPORT, FIUMUCINO 

1 . AN FAA CIVIL AVIATION SECURITY INSPECTOR RECENTLY 
INSPECTED PAA AND TWA SECURITY PROCEDURES AT L. DA 
VINCI AIRPORT. HE WAS ACCOMPANIED BY VARIOUS OFFICIALS 
FROM DR. CIANCI'S OFFICE AND D. SWITZER FROM THE FAA'S 
ROME OFFICE. SECURITY AND PASSENGER SCREENING OBSERVED 
DURING THIS INSPECTION WERE CONSIDERED ADEQUATE. 

2. ON JULY 24 THE INSPECTOR DEPARTED ROME FOR NICE, 

FRANCE VIA AIR FRANCE FLIGHT 2643. WHILE AWAITING HIS 
FLIGHT HE OBSERVED THE TWO PASSENGER SCREENING POINTS 
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LEADING FROM THE INTERNATIONAL TERMINAL INTO THE STERILE 
CONCOURSE AREA. THESE ARE THE TWO MAJOR SCREENING 
POINTS INTO THE STERILE AREA. DURING A TWENTY-MINUTE 
OBSERVATION PERIOD APPROXIMATELY 300 PERSONS AND THEIR 
CARRY-ON BAGGAGE PASSED THROUGH THE TWO SCREENING 
POINTS. OF THIS NUMBER THE WALK-THROUGH DEVICES "ALARMED" 
ONLY FIVE TIMES AND OF THE FIVE ALARMS, ONLY ONE PASSENGER 
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WAS REQUIRED TO GO BACK THROUGH THE DEVICE. ALSO. ONLY 
ONE PIECE OF CARRY-ON BAGGAGE WAS PHYSICALLY INSPECTED 
AFTER HAVING GONE THROUGH THE X-RAY SEARCH. 

3. THESE FIGURES ARE CONSIDERED TO BE EXTRAORDINARILY 
LOW. THE LACK OF RF, INSPECTION OF FOUR PASSENGERS WHO 
ALARMED THE DEVICE CAN POSSIBLY BE ATTRIBUTED TO THE 
FACT THAT AT THE TWO SCREENING POINTS EACH OF THE TWO 
OFFICERS RESPONSIBLE FOR MONITORING THE WALK-THROUGH 
DEVICES WAS ENGAGED IN CONVERSATION WITH OTHER OFFICERS 
ALMOST THE ENTIRE OBSERVATION PERIOD. 

4. EMBASSY IS REMINDED THAT TWA HAS THIS PAST SPRING 
DISCONTINUED GATE SCREENING, MAKING IT MORE IMPERATIVE 
THAT EFFECTIVE PASSENGER SCREENING BE PERFORMED AT ALL 
TIMES BY ITALIAN AUTHORITIES. 

5. EMBASSY REQUESTED CONTACT APPROPRIATE ITALIAN 
AUTHORITY (POSSIBLY DOTT. MICHELE RASCHILLA, DIRECTOR 
OF THE FRONTIER RAILROAD AND POSTAL POLICE, MINISTRY OF 
THE INTERIOR) AND EXPRESS U.S. CONCERN OVER THE LACK OF 
CONSISTENT EFFECTIVE SCREENING OF INTERNATIONAL PASSENGERS 
AT L. DA VINCI. FAA APPRECIATES THAT SECURITY SYSTEMS. 
EQUIPMENT AND PROCEDURES AT THE AIRPORT ARE VERY GOOD; 
HOWEVER, INATTENTIVENESS ON THE PART OF THOSE RESPONSIBLE 
FOR SCREENING DEFEATS THE PURPOSE OF ALL THE SYSTEMS 
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AND DEVICES. FAA WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY EXPRESSING 
ITS HOPE THAT ACTION WILL BE TAKEN TO ENSURE EFFECTIVE 
SCREENING. I.E., ADJUSTMENT OF THE WALK-THROUGH DEVICES 
SO THAT THERE IS A HIGH DEGREE OF LIKELIHOOD THAT 
HANDGUNS WILL BE DETECTED, SEARCH OF THOSE PERSONS WHO 
ALARM THE DEVICE AND SEARCH OF CARRY-ON BAGGAGE IN 
WHICH THE X-RAY DISPLAY IS "CLUTTERED" OR OPAQUE, 

MAKING IS IMPOSSIBLE TO DETERMINE WHETHER OR NOT THE 
CONTENTS MIGHT INCLUDE A WEAPON. 

6. UNSCHEDULED OBSERVATION OF PASSENGER SCREENING AT 
LEONARDO DA VINCI WILL CONTINUE BY FAA CIVIL AVIATION 
SECURITY INSPECTORS WHO PASS THROUGH ROME. DETERIORATION 
IN EFFECTIVENESS AT BASIC SCREENING POINTS MAY CALL FOR 
ACTION BY FAA TO REQUIRE U.S. FLAG CARRIERS AND FOREIGN 

AIR CARRIERS DEPARTING FOR U.S. TO INSTITUTE ADDITIONAL 
SCREENING MEASURES PRIOR TO BOARDING EACH FLIGHT. 

7. SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION LETTER OF 4/25/78 SENT 

TO ITALIAN MINISTER OF TRANSPORT VIA EMBASSY AND DEPARTMENT 
INDICATED SPECIAL SECURITY MEASURES THEN IN EFFECT FOR 
CERTAIN AIR CARRIERS (I.E. GATE SCREENING) CONTRIBUTED 
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TO SATISFACTORY SECURITY AND THAT SUCH MEASURES SHOULD 
CONTINUE IN VIEW OF PAST INCIDENTS AND CURRENT THREAT. 

REACTION OF GOI TO THIS LETTER AND THE FAA RECOMMENDA- 
TIONS IS UNKNOWN. 

8. EMBASSY IS REQUESTED TO REPORT GOI'S REACTION AND ANY 
EVIDENCE OF ACTION TAKEN TO IMPROVE THEIR SECURITY POSTURE. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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